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GREETINGS

Thank you for registering your Home Team for the Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering, Hands On. As a Home Team Leader you are a very important part of our team in preparing and planning for the Gathering. Your help in making the Gathering a success is appreciated. The planning committee for Hands On acknowledges that Home Team Leaders have a great deal of responsibility before, during, and after the Gathering. You are in the process of preparing your Home Team for their arrival in London. This booklet is meant to provide further information about Hands On, hopefully answer some questions you may have, and to assist you in the Home Team building process. As the Home Team Leader, please be sure to share all of the information contained in this booklet with your Home Team. You are welcome to photocopy as much of it as you wish to distribute to your youth and their parents. As materials contained herein will be important for you while you are in London, please bring this booklet with you to the Gathering. 

If you have any questions relating to Home Team matters, please contact our Home Team Coordinator, Karen Triomphe:

Email address: hometeams@youth.elcic.ca
If you have any questions pertaining specifically to the registration process, please contact our Registrar:

Ms. Kristel Mann

email: registrar@youth.elcic.ca

Be sure to visit our website at http://www.clay2010.ca/ for continuous updates and information. The Gathering is only a short time away. We encourage you and your Home Team to pray, sing, worship, and grow together, as we prepare to gather at Hands On in London, Ontario.
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GATHERING GOALS

To proclaim the grace and faithfulness of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ.

To respond to God’s grace and faithfulness in ways that are intentional, practical and meaningful.

To celebrate that, by the grace of God, we are now children of God.

This will be accomplished:

1. By providing a “youth-centered” program that will develop leadership.

2. Through varied worship experiences that help youth connect word and sacrament to their daily Christian life.

3. Through sharing of what has been learned and experienced with others.

GATHERING TELEPHONE NUMBER

204-480-8963

The Gathering Office phone number will be in operation from Monday, August 16, 2010 through to Tuesday, August, 24, 2010. This is an emergency number ONLY, where messages can be left. Be sure to include this number (when it becomes available) with other important Gathering information on the handy “Leave This with Parents” sheet found later in this booklet.

CHECK THE GATHERING WEBSITE

Check the Gathering website on a regular basis for ongoing updates. You will find information related to:

Downloadable logos

Opportunities to submit your own video clips

Volunteer guidelines and forms – found on the Hands On website

Clothing orders 

Pre-Gathering Bible Study

Theme Song

Plus much, much more!  Keep checking regularly!

HOME TEAM LEADERS 

As a Home Team Leader, you play a very important and integral role in the functioning of a Youth Gathering. The National Planning Committee relies heavily on you as a valued partner with them in making the Gathering successful, and appreciates the time and energy you put into this vital position. As a Home Team Leader, you will need to take an active part in all of the activities that are scheduled to take place at the Gathering. Your enthusiasm and the example you set goes a long way to a successful experience for the youth. You will become actively involved with your youth and their experiences before, during, and after the Gathering.

JOB DESCRIPTION OF A HOME TEAM LEADER

You are responsible to your Home Congregation and to the Chairperson of the National Planning Committee through the Home Team Leader Coordinator. (A covenant was required to be signed by you and the Church Council Chairperson and included with your registration). The minimum age for a Home Team Leader is 21 years on or before December 31, 2010. It is preferred that the Home Team Leader be someone who is 25 years of age or older.

EXPECTATIONS OF A HOME TEAM LEADER

To help the youth prepare for the Gathering, travel with the youth to and from the Gathering, experience the Gathering with the youth, and help them share their experiences when they return home.

To be attentive to the needs of youth in the following ways at the Gathering:

AS A FRIEND

Someone who is available to youth; someone who is concerned about youth, and has strong communication skills.
AS A LISTENER

Someone who can listen to and be aware of what others are saying, feeling, and doing; someone who can respond to problems as they arise.

AS A SUPPORTER

Someone who can encourage and provide moral support to young people and fellow Home Team Leaders.

AS A SPIRITUAL LEADER

Someone who can help youth in their faith development, lead Bible Studies (pre and post Gathering), and lead the group in prayer – before, during and after the Gathering.

AS A FACILITATOR

Someone who can communicate with youth and Gathering leaders about activities, procedures and rules.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF A HOME TEAM LEADER

1. Actively worship, study and plan together with the Home Team before, during, and after the Gathering.

2. Assist members of the Home Team in registering for the Gathering.

3. Have a meeting with the members of the Home Team and their parents to review the expectations of the Gathering. These expectations include:

a) full commitment to participate in all Gathering activities.

b) full commitment to abide by Gathering rules. This includes abstaining from the use of alcohol and/or non-prescription drugs at any time at the Gathering. This is prohibited for everyone, including Home Team Leaders.

c) any other expectations you have or that are in our material.

4. Check with your Church Council Chairperson to ensure that your church has adequate insurance coverage for you and members of your Home Team.

5. Bring the names, addresses and phone numbers of everyone on your Home Team and their emergency contact. Be aware of any medical conditions of the youth of your Home Team before you leave for the Gathering and, take a copy of each team members provincial and other medical numbers.

6. Read the Pre-Gathering Booklet when it arrives and complete the Pre-Gathering Bible Study material with your Home Team prior to attending the Gathering.

7. Meet with your own Home Team and other Home Teams during scheduled times.

8. Attend all Home Team Leader meetings at the Gathering so you can receive vital information, ask questions, and discuss any concerns.

9. Monitor your group at the Gathering. This means knowing the whereabouts of everyone on your Home Team at all times and ensuring the Gathering rules, housing and schedule requirements are met.

10. Strive to fulfill the Home Team Leader expectations as outlined.

All of this means that you are much more than a chaperone or a driver. Remember, you are a vital and valued partner to the success of the Gathering. Your leadership enables the Gathering to fully accomplish its mission.

You are fully responsible for the youth in your Home Team from the time they leave their parents at the beginning of the trip until the time you return them to their parents upon their arrival back home. You also need to be sure that the youth in your care are safe at all times and respect others and other property while in your care. This means making sure that each facility they use (rooms and any dwelling while travelling to and from the Gathering) is left in as good condition as they found it. As a Home Team Leader, you will need to be a full participant in the Gathering. National Youth Gatherings are geared to people aged 14-19 years; however, all participants must abide by all Gathering rules and guidelines. THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS.

MEET TOGETHER WITH YOUR HOME TEAM

Get to know each other:

Within your own group, have some events together just for fun, for study and for fundraising to help you get to the Gathering.

If you have not already done so, have a meeting to discuss travel plans to London.

Have a meeting with your Home Team and parents, to help give everyone more information about the Gathering. Read this book carefully prior to that meeting and share all of the information in it. A special “Leave This Information with the Parents” page appears later in this booklet (page 22) for you to copy and give to all parents.

Write a Group Covenant (see page 20 in booklet)
Work through the entire Pre-Gathering Bible Study with your Home Team. The Pre- Gathering Bible Study is designed to help you prepare for both the theme of the Gathering and the keynote speaker’s presentation.

Work on an activity to help youth learn about the 2010-2012 National Youth Project and to raise funds for this project. Information on this project will be available on the website.

Pray with and for your youth. Pray for the National Planning Committee, the speaker, musicians, drama team, worship leaders, Home Team Leaders and all those preparing to be at the Gathering.

TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND

A Youth Gathering is a most unique experience for those who attend. It is a place where youth experience community, acceptance and love. It is a place where they can discuss their faith openly and are often more open to hearing God’s word. It truly becomes a highlight of their lives. Because of all this, when they come home they sometimes experience what could be described as a post-Gathering “depression.” There is an immediate sense of loss after a Gathering. Their newfound friends may be hundreds or thousands of miles away. The community that will have developed over the days of the Gathering is no longer there and the worship they experience at home may be very different from the Gathering worship. Please be prepared for youth who may need to grieve a little when they return home. Acknowledge their feelings of loss and sadness. Encourage them to share with you what they experienced. You might also suggest ways they can keep in touch with their newfound friends. Perhaps they can even gather with others from their city or area that attended the Gathering or teach their home congregations some of the songs they learned. Attending a Gathering is a great and valuable opportunity for our youth, even though there may be some emotions to deal with when they get home. They will have had an opportunity to experience the larger body of Christ as well as opportunities for faith growth. In time, the feelings of loss will subside and they will remember the Gathering as a wonderful and important part of their faith journey.

BANNERS

A fun way to prepare for the Gathering is to make a group banner. This is a way to express your concept of “Hands On,” or to identify your church, conference, or Synod. We ask you to decorate it any way you wish.  However, it is important that you follow these guidelines: Banners should be no larger than 3’ x 5’ (or 5’ x 3’), and made of light weight material in order to facilitate being hung in the Large Group Gathering space.  We ask that all banners be submitted to the Gathering organizers by the Home Team Leader at the Gathering Registration Desk in London.  The organizers will take responsibility of hanging the banners in the Large Group Gathering space.  We would ask that these guidelines be followed so that no damage be done to the facilities at the London Convention Centre.  Thanks for your help!

HIGHLIGHT VIDEOS OF PAST GATHERINGS

To provide youth and parents with a feel for what a Canadian Lutheran Youth Gathering is all about, you may wish to view a highlight video from one of the previous Gatherings:

Travel Light (2008)

Full Serve (2006)

Listen Up (2004)

Cry Out (2002)

The Edge (2000)

On This Rock (1998)

Mourning into Dancing

(1996)

Bridges (1994)

Labyrinth (1992)

Roots and Wings (1990)

These videos may be available from your Synod office.

MEALS

ALL meals with the exception of breakfast are included in the registration fees. Meals at Hands On will be cafeteria style. There are restaurants in the downtown area where breakfast is served however, those restaurants in City Centre (attached to the Hilton Hotel) are not open on weekends. A cash & carry concession of light breakfast items will be available in the London Convention Centre on Saturday morning from 8:15 - 9:30am. 
There are no grocery stores in downtown London however there are variety stores and the London Market is a few blocks away. You may wish to contact the hotel to see if there is a fridge in the hotel room for breakfast items.

THINGS TO BRING

Bible

Personal items and toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc)

Casual Clothing

Rain gear, umbrellas, or ponchos

Comfortable walking shoes

Sun screen, hat, insect repellent (scent free)

Personal spending money

Camera

Sunglasses

· Ceramic plate

· “We Care” items

Water Bottle (plastic or aluminum)

Home Team Leaders should also have a copy of each participant’s Provincial health card number and the numbers of any other health insurance they may subscribe to.

** Please note: all valuables (I-Pods, cell phones, etc), should be kept in a safe place at all times and are entirely the responsibility of the individual.  Why not “unplug” for a while and leave these items at home!

ITEMS YOU NEED TO BRING TO WORSHIP

As you are packing for CLAY 2010: Hands ON don't forget to bring one more thing. Participants to this year’s youth gathering are invited to bring one ceramic plate with them (preferably coloured rather than white). This plate will be used at various points throughout worship time at the gathering. Bring an OLD plate you do not need anymore, i.e., one purchased from the thrift store or yard sale. Bring them big, small, blue, yellow, red. Whatever. Just bring a ceramic plate.
At Hands On we will also be putting together “We Care” packages as a  ‘hands on’ way to give back to the London community. The packages will be distributed to the needy of London through the “Daily Bread” program. 

We are asking all participants to bring with them any of the following items for these packages. Please bring only the items described and we ask also that you stick to the sizes and description as detailed.  You will need to bring these items to worship on the first evening.
· Bar soap – individually packaged and full size (not travel size)

· Toothbrush – individually packaged

· Hairbrush 

· Comb


· Socks (women’s or men’s sports socks provide comfort and much needed warmth)

· Disposable razors

· Face cloth

· Toothpaste (50-75 ml)

· 2 in 1 shampoo and conditioner approx 300-400 ml  (do not bring separate shampoo and conditioner)

· Shaving foam (travel size – approx 50g.)

· Hand wipes (separately packaged – ‘One-Step’ hand sanitizer wipes are great)

· Small package candy  - 60-80 grams (must not melt or deteriorate- Swedish berries are great example)

SPECIAL EVENT

The Hands On Special Event will take you out of the city and out of the 21st Century! Get ready for some good old-fashioned fun, including music, dancing, sports and games. Come prepared to spend the afternoon outdoors, and bring a little spending money if you want to buy a sweet treat!

MEDICAL
Please be aware that strobe lighting and/or rapid video projection may be used as part of the Large Group Gatherings and the dances. If there are any medical concerns related to the use of these items, each person is responsible to take all appropriate precautions. Any food or related allergies should have been indicated on the Gathering registration form; the necessary arrangements will be made. Arrangements will be made at the final worship for participants who have requirements for gluten-free and non-alcoholic elements. Specific information will be available at the Home Team Leader meeting at the Gathering.

Our nurses at the Gathering cannot administer such things as Tylenol, cough/cold medications. If you think you may need items such as these, you are responsible for bringing them along. All prescriptions and medications must be in their original containers.

INSURANCE
Liability Insurance

The 2010 Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering provides limited general liability insurance coverage on all participants and staff for the period of August 19-22, 2010. Congregations should review their insurance needs and coverage to confirm adequate liability protection for their groups travel and attendance at the Gathering. In most cases, this coverage is provided through your congregation’s existing property and liability insurance policy or available through a policy rider or extension.

Medical Insurance

The scope of medical insurance coverage varies by provincial plan. It is suggested that groups review their provincial plan coverage and limits in advance of travel. It may be advisable to purchase additional supplementary health insurance coverage when travelling out of province to cover the cost of services not included in the reciprocal agreement between Provincial Medical Service Plans. All participants are responsible for ensuring they have sufficient and appropriate health insurance while attending the Gathering.

TRAVEL INFORMATION

Ground Transportation
Should you require any ground transportation, (such as from the airport, to your hotel), the following companies are offering Gathering Groups discounted rates for airport transfers and charters. Please be in touch with these companies directly to book.

Aboutown Transportation Limited - 1-877-663-2244

At the time of booking, quote the code “CLAY2010″ for a $75.00 round trip fare from Toronto Airport to Aboutown’s London depot. A small additional fee will provide transport to the hotel. This fee applies to students and chaperons.

Robert Q Airbus - 1-800-265-5972

Book online or call the office and quote the code “1979″ for a 15% discount on their regular fare from Toronto Airport to Robert Q’s London depot. A small additional fee will provide transport to the hotel.
Air Travel

For air travel to the gathering, each “group” must formally make the request to Westjet and/ or Air Canada.  We encourage you to contact other youth groups that live in your area to increase the number of seats available for purchase at the lowest possible rate.
Westjet

Westjet’s everyday low fares make travel affordable at any time for groups of 10 or more. Group reservations require only a $50 CAD/USD per person deposit. You may also wait until thirty (30) days prior to departure to provide guests’ names; name changes are also permitted up to 24 hours prior to departure at no additional charge. You may release 10% of your group without loss of deposit up to 30 days before departure. Our Groups Desk is standing by to guide you through the simple process of booking your group. Our convenient schedule, flexible rules, and great rates make planning travel to your event a snap.

Request a group quote.

WestJet Group Desk Toll Free: 1-888-493-7853

Email: specialproducts@westjet.com
Hours of operation (Mountain Time): Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Sunday and STAT holidays: Closed

Air Canada

Traveling as a group on business, or for a school function, athletic event or family reunion? Air Canada offers competitive rates for groups of 10 or more people travelling together on the same flight(s) to the same destination. Contact us for more information about group bookings, you can reach one of our group representatives by calling the Air Canada Group Desk: Monday to Friday: 07:00 to 19:00 (EST) Toll free phone number: Canada: 1-888-567-4160 U.S.: 1-800-268-0024

TRAVELING BY CAR OR VAN

If you are travelling by car or van and you need directions to the Gathering site, a map of downtown London can be found on www.mapquest.com If you belong to an automobile club (CAA, etc.) you may obtain maps and tour books there, often at no charge.

ARRIVING EARLY? Or STAYING LATE?

If you are planning some holiday time either prior to or after the Gathering, you must make all of the arrangements for your own group, including accommodations. Information on attractions, accommodations, etc. in London can be accessed through various websites.

AT THE GATHERING

REGISTRATION will be at the London Convention Centre starting at 11 am to 9:00 pm on THURSDAY, August 19, 2010.

What You Will Receive At Registration: The Home Team Leader will receive one packet for the entire Home Team. This packet will contain the following:

Identification for the Gathering and meals for each participant and leader in the team.

Gathering Booklets (with full schedule and lots of important information including maps, songs, etc.)

Late Night Spots (information and locations)

Forum Options for the gathering (options, and locations)

HOUSING AT THE GATHERING

Housing for the Gathering is NOT included in your registration fee.

WHEN MAKING YOUR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE MAKE SURE TO:

•    Rooms have been reserved under the name “Canadian Lutheran Youth Gathering”

•    Make your reservations by June 15, 2010 in order to get the specially negotiated guest room rates. Reservations made after this date will be subject to availability.

•    Make sure to include your confirmation number on your registration form.

Please check the website (www.clay2010.ca ) for a list of suggested accommodations.

HOME TEAM LEADER MEETINGS

Home Team Leaders are expected to attend Home Team Leader meetings. This is your opportunity to ask questions as well as receive information regarding schedule changes or procedures, because no announcements are made at the Large Group Gatherings. We require Leaders to attend all Home Team Leader meetings. Leaders-in-Training are also encouraged to attend these meetings.

These meetings are scheduled in the Theatre of the Convention Centre at the following times:

Thursday – 2 pm only

Thursday 10:00 pm – 11:00 pm

Friday at 9:30 pm – 10:30 pm

Saturday at 11:30 pm – 12:30 pm

At the first Home Team Leader meeting, there will be an opportunity to affirm the Home Team Leader covenant, meet other Home Team Leaders, ask questions, and hear other necessary information about the Gathering.

THE RELAXATION ROOM

This is a place set aside to allow Home Team Leaders, Visitors, Guests, and Local Volunteers a time of relaxation, refreshment, and conversation. Although this is a place for you to relax, we ask you to please be in touch with your youth periodically even when this lounge is open. There will also be a message board for you in the area. You can get the location of this room from the Gathering Information Desk.

SPIRITUAL CARE

It can happen, while at a Gathering, that anyone can be confronted with issues that need some particular attention. We have been offering spiritual care at our national gatherings for many years, and find that these services have been helpful. You will be informed of how to contact our spiritual care team should the need arise.

GATHERING RULES

No smoking indoors

No alcohol or illicit or illegal drugs

1:30 am Curfew for all participants

The Official “Send Home” Policy of the Gathering states: “The Chairperson of the Gathering reserves the right to expel any participant (Home Team Leader, Home Team participant, guest, etc.) who is engaged in illegal, immoral or unsafe activities, endangering themselves or other participants, or any other activity which violates the rules of the Gathering. The participant is not eligible for any refund, and is responsible for their expenses of travelling home. Should the Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering need to refund the initial payment, reimbursement will be within 60 days. In all cases, the Gathering Chairperson will consult with the involved Home Team Leader and parent/guardian in the event a minor is expelled. “If a Home Team Leader is to be expelled, every effort will be made to contact the congregation to which they are accountable to notify of possible expulsion and to provide assurance that the Home Team will continue to receive appropriate leadership.”

MEDICAL CARE

Medical assistance will be provided on site. Nurses and other first aid responders will be available to assist with emergencies. If anyone in your Home Team requires medical attention, you, the Home Team Leader, must accompany the person to the medical care centre. You will be informed of how to contact the Medical Care team should the need arise. There is a hospital within a short distance of the Gathering.

FORUMS

During the gathering, THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES to attend a wide variety of hour-long forums on different topics of interest to teens.  There will be a ‘forum’ time on Friday and Saturday morning.  Some of the topics include:

· Youth and Mental Health:  Skills and good practices for staying healthy and what to do when life feels out of control 

· Choosing your path:  How do I choose a job that I will enjoy?  What do I want to ‘do’ with my life?  Karen Kloibhofer, from Fanshawe College “Job Connect” leads a fun and high-energy session to explore these questions.

· Money: Need it/Want it/ Get it – Smart money management skills for youth. 

· Theatre sports and more:
Drama, Improv and new ways to tell stories.

· Peer-Led workshops:  Teens lead teens in interactive workshops exploring topics like friendship, grieving, life choices, forgiveness

· Aerobics with Bishop Don: Not just an Anglican Bishop, Don Phillips is also a step-aerobics instructor and will lead a high-energy and fun aerobics workout.

· Song writing:  A professional songwriter and performer from London will give ideas on getting your words and feelings in to a song.

· Team-Building Games:  Come to play and learn more than a dozen new games for your youth group, camp, youth event or school team.

· Emerging Church:  Many youth and young adults are finding new ways of doing and being church in their local community.  Come to hear amazing stories from people who walk the talk in BEING church right where they live.

· Bull with Bill:  It’s a no-holds-barred Question and Answer session with our guest speaker, Rev. Bill Cliff.  Put a question in the question box (anonymously) to put on the table ANY topic you don’t feel you can safely ask anywhere else.

· Mission with Meaning:  Come and hear stories from ELCIC missionaries who have chosen to spend a couple of years of their life in service to others, and find out that ‘mission’ might mean something completely different to what you think.

· Youth Seeking Justice:  Find out how as a young person you can engage with justice issues globally and locally in meaningful ways.

And more to come – full list of Forums will be in your official Gathering Booklet when you arrive.

HANDS ON LONDON EXPERIENCE

LONDON OPPORTUNITIES:

At this summer’s event home teams will have one afternoon (either Friday or Saturday) to participate in one of two categories of activity in the London Area.

These two categories are Servant Events and Excursions.

Servant Events:

The main servant event for “Hands On” will engage all participants in helping to create “We Care” packages. These packages will be distributed by local organizations to the needy in the London area. All participants to hands on will be asked to bring with them to London the items needed to make up the packages.  A list of these items can be found on the pages in this pre-gathering booklet detailing what you need to bring.  

Participants will have the opportunity to sign up for the following “hands on” servant ministries during the time scheduled for “London Opportunities.”

· Making up “We Care” Packages (with a presentation of the ministry of the “Daily Bread” and “The Fellowship Centre”)

· Working with a team to bake cookies and loaves for those ministries.

Excursions: 

Lots of other exciting choices to sign up for and do in your “London Opportunities” time slot:  These will include:-

· Dragon Boat Festival (Fanshawe Conservation area)

· Palasad (10 pin bowling)

· LaserQuest (Live action laser tag)

· East Coast Festival (Covent Garden Market)

· East Park (waterslide, batting cages, go-karting, rock climbing &much more)

· Fleetway (Bowling, glow-in-the-dark golf, rock climbing, high ropes course)

Further details and other options will be posted on the website as details are known, so check in regularly for the latest updates, and how to register for your choice of events.

BOOKSTORE 

Augsburg Fortress will provide a bookstore for our enjoyment at the gathering. If you are looking for resources for youth ministry, personal devotional material, gifts for friends and family, as well as theological study materials and bibles, then this is the place to visit.

LATE NIGHT SPOTS

Each evening youth will have an opportunity to make new friends at a variety of social events. The Clayground is an arcade with foosball tables, air hockey games, Guitar Hero, Dance Dance Revolution, a jukebox and photo booth. A dance will be held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday night and feature a karaoke contest (So You Think You Can Sing) and an Airband Contest. For youth who prefer a slower pace, they will have access to a quiet room to play board games, assemble challenging puzzles, read and watch a DVD featuring west coast scenery. In addition, the Ask & Imagine youth will host large group games for three consecutive nights for those with energy to spare.  Late Night Spots will serve up fun for all!

Hands On Clothing Order

We are very excited to offer you a new opportunity for clothing and souvenirs this year! Together with Positive Identity Sportswear, we have focused on carefully selecting high quality products that feature our 2010 CLAY event. You can check out the options often, as we will continue to add new items to our selection as the gathering draws closer. All of these options can be accessed on the website www.clay2010.ca 

In addition, Positive Identity Sportswear will be setup on site to offer all these products and more during Hands On.

Please browse through our store to see which items might inspire you!
NATIONAL YOUTH PROJECT 2010 – 2012: 12 Communities By 2012

Project Description:

This project is based on the Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) initiative One Community. The goal of the CLWR initiative is to provide education about the many components involved in doing sustainable development work in a community and to raise funds for this work. A pdf file describing One Community can be found on the CLWR website: www.clwr.org
As the national youth gathering (CLAY) has become an expression of full communion between the Evangelical Lutheran Church In Canada and the Anglican Church of Canada, this national youth project will also reflect the reality of full communion. The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund of the Anglican Church of Canada has been approached to co-operate in the One Community concept. The 2010-2012 National Youth Project will highlight the work of both CLWR and PWRDF. Funds raised by Anglicans will be directed towards PWRDF and funds raised by Lutherans to CLWR. The financial goal of the 2010-2012 National Youth Project will be to provide sustainable development for the equivalent of twelve communities ($5,010 per community for a total of $60,120).

In addition to the financial target, the 12 Communities For 2012 has the following goals:

-to educate the youth of the ACC and the ELCIC about the nature of sustainable development,

-to encourage youth to strengthen their own communities through local action projects, and

-to educate the youth of the ACC and the ELCIC about the churches’ development agencies, PWRDF and CLWR. 

TAKING THE GATHERING BACK HOME

Plan now for ways you can take the Gathering back home with you. Will your youth be expected to share with others some of what they experienced when they return home? Talking to them about this before you leave for the Gathering can help with your preparation. Here are some suggestions:

Keep a journal. Encourage journal keeping during the Gathering itself. It is much easier to share impressions if they have been recorded along the way. You may want to create special individual journals as part of your Gathering preparations.

Host a “Thank You” event. Share pictures, stories, the Gathering Highlight Production and say a big thank you to your congregation for their support.

Designate a group photographer.

Plan to lead worship in your home congregation when you return and have participants share favourite Gathering songs and worship experiences.

Have a “Hands On Reunion”. Invite other churches in your area that had participants at the Gathering.

Write an article. You may want to submit it for your congregational newsletter, your Synod news or even your local community newspaper.

Participate in the National Youth Project 2010-2012

HANDS ON – PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY

by ©William Grant Cliff, 2010

“…we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” Isaiah 64: 8b
1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,

2 so that the mountains would quake at your presence—

3 as when fire kindles brushwood

4 and the fire causes water to boil—

5 to make your name known to your adversaries,

6 so that the nations might tremble at your presence!

7 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,

8 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.

9 From ages past no one has heard,

10 no ear has perceived,

11 no eye has seen any God besides you,

12 who works for those who wait for him.

13 You meet those who gladly do right,

14 those who remember you in your ways.

15 But you were angry, and we sinned;

16 because you hid yourself we transgressed.

17 We have all become like one who is unclean,

18 and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.

19 We all fade like a leaf,

20 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

21 There is no one who calls on your name,

22 or attempts to take hold of you;

23 for you have hidden your face from us,

24 and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.

25 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;

26 we are the clay, and you are our potter;

27 we are all the work of your hand.

Some Background:

Isaiah is addressing Israel while in exile. They are lost, they are desperate, they feel alone, and they have been crying out to God - hoping that God would act in a clear way, the way God had acted for their ancestors from old times. The whole way through Chapter 63 of Isaiah, the people call out to God look down and see their situation. They rehearse the wonderful history that they have had with God as their champion, bringing them out of Egypt, passing them through the Red Sea, leading them through the desert, and claiming Israel as a child - never to be separated from God.

But the cynics among the people have been asking, where is God now? What has he done for us lately? Having rehearsed the history, we are left wondering what it is that we expect of God, considering he seems absent; and that frustration boils over in the first 8 verses of Chapter 64; our passage for study.

The Text which confronts us:

Israel is begging for God to act, not just look in on them, but really act. So Isaiah puts it to God this way: He shouts a tremendous cry for vindication. (lines 1-8) then testifies to the oneness of God, (lines 9-12) reminds God of his promises, (lines 13-14) makes a confession of unfaithfulness, (lines 15-20) tells God what this abandonment means, (lines 21-24) and then surrenders into the right relationship which God intended from the beginning. (lines 25-27)

Our World meets Isaiah’s

There is much in this passage that speaks to us today as a people in exile. The Church does not have the place it used to have in society, and being a Christian is no longer assumed as a cultural identity. In fact being a young Christian is a daunting task of claiming Christian identity while trying to be accepted in school, among friends and in the workplace. Isaiah’s people saw this exile as a punishment from God for their unfaithfulness to the covenant. I am not sure that we see the Church’s failing position in society that way (should we?), but it has some echoes in our common life. Isaiah also made it clear that as soon as the relationship with God was restored, things would get better.

Being lost, feeling abandoned by God, wondering if those who mock God or say that God doesn’t exist are right; these are the same things the people of Israel felt when they were in exile, and it is from this place of desperation and discomfort that Isaiah speaks to us in our exile.

Hope in the Midst of Darkness

Complete surrender, to allow God to be God and to allow our humanity to be human is the very beginning of the right relationship. Beginning in Eden, humans have loved to believe the lie that we can be just like God: that was what started the whole train of sin and grief that has spun itself all the way down to today. This is the lie that gets in the way of our right relationship. It is like we are shouting at God: “YOU are the clay and we are the potters!” The lie will make God into what we desire, what we need and promises that we will be happier for our efforts. But God is not willing to be used like that. Nor is God content to let us live very long in the lie which will eventually destroy us if it runs on for too long. Notice the hope in the middle of the passage:

From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived,

no eye has seen any God besides you,

who works for those who wait for him.

You meet those who gladly do right,

those who remember you in your ways.

This is the hinge on which the door to a hopeful and right relationship swings. No one has ever seen any other God but this one. No other deity has revealed itself the way this God has, and no other God has asked for this deep relationship which is lived out in the smallest ways - the littlest bits of faithfulness being noticed by a God that reveals his name simply as I AM. But this relationship is one where we wait on God, not the other way round. The hope is in the waiting.

Good News/Bad News

So there is good news: that God is still faithful, has acted in the past and act in the future; and bad news: that God is waiting on us to understand who we are in 

relationship to God in order to act. As much as we read about the powerful and majestic God enthroned in majesty and making mountains tremble, that same sovereign God is not willing to overrule us when it comes to giving up our freedom. We may be clay, but we have to accept that we are clay - and not God. And we are pretty special clay at that. We are clay that breathes! Clay that can walk, and talk and think and pray and laugh and sing and know that God loves us just as we are as clay - but we also have to admit, as clay, that we can never be the potter. We have to give up finally and admit that when it comes to the world and our relationship to one another - we are not in charge - God is.

So what can we ask one another?

• What kind of world are we building when we think that we are in charge? How do we treat the earth? How do we treat each other? What is our track record when we think we know what’s best?

• How often have we exchanged places with the potter, Making God the clay and begin to mold what God thinks.

• Can we look at the world with the conviction that we are all the work of one hand - God’s hand; and not separate works by separate forces?

• What are the advantages of being the Clay with which God changes the world? The disadvantages?

• How do we proclaim this kingdom (of Clay-made vessels filled with good news) to a world which wants to make itself into its own image?

• How can we meet the challenges of being a young Christian in our own communities?

On the way to CLAY 2010

Be thinking and praying as you prepare and travel this season - be thinking of what God has prepared for you to see, hear and experience in one another. What kind of astonishing relationships and transforming word can and will form you if you will come to God as clay - clay that can praise - clay that can love - clay that can know God and know God’s will. Remember that this relationship has been forever transformed and deepened by Jesus - the One who walked with us, as one of us and showed us the way to know God in the way that old Isaiah asked: “Oh that you would come down...” but in this case, not as a mighty warrior who would shake mountains and split the rocks, but rather as one that would shake hearts and split open prejudices and heal brokenness so that we might be healed.

Prayer for the journey

Lord, we are travelling far to meet you, even though you were with us when we left and are already where we are going. We are travelling far to meet you, so that we can see you in one another and learn from you, by learning from one another. We are travelling far to meet you, because you went so far to find us. Sought high and low far and wide and finding us, laid everything down so that we might breathe freely the love which you breathed in us so long ago. We are clay, but we are your clay. Made in your image, free to choose, free to love, free to dance, free to know you. As you have made yourself known, In Jesus. We are clay we are living, breathing, loving knowing, searching, praying, puzzling creatures of your hands and we are yours. Make us what you will us to be. And we will know then what it is to be free. In Christ, in the church, and in one another. Forever and ever. Amen.

THEME SONG

“HANDS ON”

Music and Lyrics by Daniel Jordan
1. A rich man living without any thought of giving to anyone 
A poor young mother without any other means to get by
In the eyes of the potter he’s a son and she’s a daughter, beloved

PRECHORUS:
What I am praying for
Is the feel of your

CHORUS:
Hands on, Hands on

Making everything brand new

Hands on, Hands on

Teach me to live for you
2. You gave your son to show, how far love could go to heal us
He taught us to believe, the grace that we receive is given
Through how he lived and what he said, by rising from the dead he saved us
PRECHORUS

CHORUS

BRIDGE:
By your grace we are saved x3

Out of the clay

Teach me to pray
3. Mold me, shape me, Maker remake me into something new
Use me spin me keep love with in me through and through
When I’m blind to your way, I need your healing clay to see you
PRECHORUS
CHORUS
GROUP COVENANT

As believers and followers of Jesus Christ, this is the covenant we make together for the Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering. This represents what we hope to learn, experience, and be responsible for. These are the goals to which we will give our time and energy – before, during and after the Gathering. Our Life Together (please write as much as possible, so that your team can have the best understanding of each other before leaving on the trip)

1. We will commit ourselves to treat one another as follows:________________________________________________________________

2. We will help one another as follows:________________________________________________________________

3. We expect our leaders to:____________________________________________________________________

4. We will treat our leader as follows:________________________________________________________________

5. We will handle the following issues as follows:

a. Bedtime, time in, sleep, consideration of roommates‟ sleep rights:_________________________________________________________________

b. Use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs:_________________________________________________________________

c. Relationship with opposite sex, couples:_______________________________________________________________

d. Disagreements, hassles, impatience:____________________________________________________________

e. Not adhering to the rules of the housing site:__________________________________________________________________

f. Going off into London alone:_________________________________________________________________

g. Matters of sexism and racism:________________________________________________________________

h. When someone breaks our covenant:______________________________________________________________

Our Participation in the Gathering Program

1. How we intend to contribute to the success of the Gathering:_____________________________________________________________

2. What we hope to get from the Gathering:_____________________________________________________________

3. What our group plans to bring to the Gathering:_____________________________________________________________

4. What we hope to have happen to our group as a result of the Gathering:_____________________________________________________________

We agree to help keep this covenant with one another. 

Signed__________________________________________________________ Date_____________________________________________________________

Revised__________________________________________________________

AN ORDER OF COMMISSIONING

(for use on a Sunday prior to a Gathering)

Congregational Chair or Pastor: Sisters and brothers in Christ, you leave this week to travel together for London, Ontario where you will gather with hundreds of Lutheran and Anglican youth from across Canada. Youth Gatherings are sponsored by our National Churches in order that:

a) the Gospel of Jesus Christ may be proclaimed to our youth through many mediums and in language and presentations that assist them in applying the Gospel to their daily lives.

b) Our youth may learn and have the opportunities to respond to God’s grace and faithfulness in intentional, practical and meaningful ways.

c) Our youth, as part of the Body of Christ, may gather to celebrate the gift of being children of God.

Pastor: You will be attending Hands On as members of a Home Team. This Home Team will be your family for the duration of the trip. You will be representing both our home parish of (parish name) and your Saviour, who claimed you in your baptisms and whose name you bear. (Ask the congregation to please rise) May we together profess our faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

THE APOSTLES‟ CREED

Pastor: Will you, the congregation, keep these young people and their leader(s) in your prayers throughout the coming days, asking for God’s protection, guidance and loving presence as they journey, experience, celebrate and journey home together? If so, please respond, “Yes, with the help of God.”

Congregation: Yes, with the help of God. (The congregation may be seated.)

Pastor: Will you, the members and leader(s) of this Home Team, promise to make every effort to live together as a Christian family – bearing with one another’s habits, being patient, caring, and considerate? Will you forgive one another as you have been forgiven by God through Christ Jesus? If so, please respond: “Yes, and we ask God’s Spirit to help and guide us.”

Group Members & Leader(s): Yes, and we ask God’s Spirit to help and guide us.

Pastor: Will you seek out the opportunities available to you that you may fully experience all that this Gathering offers? Will you make an effort to: Worship daily, Meet new friends and see new places, - sing and celebrate Jesus’ love - have fun - explore scripture truths, and – be joyful? If yes, please respond, “Yes, with God’s help.”

Group: Yes, with God’s help. (Commissioning may be done individually or collectively depending on the size of the group and the time factor. The Pastor makes the sign of the cross on the individual’s forehead or over the whole group.)

Pastor: (Name(s)), Child (ren) of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Response: Amen.

Pastor: Go now and tell everyone what God in Jesus Christ has done for you. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. (The Pastor may invite the affirmation of the congregation, having the group turn and face them and receive it.) The regular order of service continues. (Adapted from the Order of Service for Holy Baptism)

LEAVE THIS INFORMATION WITH THE PARENTS

Here is some important information for you to keep handy if anyone in your household is attending Hands On.

The Gathering Office phone number is 204-480-8963

This is an EMERGENCY NUMBER ONLY.

If you wish to be in touch with your child, please make arrangements for your child to call you. You may need to spend some time instructing him or her on how to make a long distance call or provide them with a telephone card for this purpose.

Your Home Team Number is ________

My Home Team Leader is ____________________
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